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Erhrslaus, ili. 18, 19. 


That ye may be able to comprebend with all ſaints 
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
beighth; and to know the love Ll Chrift, which 
paſſeth knowledge. OS 

- | 


My BRETHREN, 
HE apoſtle Paul is fo profound a ſcholar, 
that I cannot pretend to follow him; every 
time I read him, he ſets me as it were a taſk im- 
poſſible, I therefore am obliged to make up a 
| - _- ſermon of bits and ſcraps. In the beginning of 
E this chapter the apoſtle treats largely of the diſ- 
| penſation of the grace of God towards him, ver. 
gl 2 and 3, 2dly, He ſpeaks alſo of a myſtery , 
$ hidden in God from the world, which was, that - | 
the Gentiles ſhould be fellow heirs with the Jews 4 * 
of the promiſe of life, ver. 6. Idly. That he was OY 
made a miniſter of this grace to the Gentiles 
1 ver. 7. 4thly. He expreſſes with all humility his 
vunworthineſs of this grace; and yet to him was 
this grace given, that he ſhould preach To "= 
the Gentiles 7he unſearchable riches of Chriſt, ver. 8. 9Y 
TRIS zal. „5 


4 THE DIMENSIONS 
4thly. He informs us, that the church of God, 


when ſhe 1s glorified, ſhall make known to the 


Principalities and powers who reſide in heavenly 


places, the manifold wiſdom of God, ver. 10. 


Ad the whole of this ſprung from the eternal pur- 


poſe of God, which he purpoſed in Cbriſt Feſus, ver. 11, 
in whom, that is, in Chriſt, we have a holy bold- 


neſs, and free acceſs to God; and that with con- 


fidence of being accepted by the faith of him, in 


whom all the promiſes of God are yea and amen, 
to the glory of God the Father, ver. 12. The 


apoſtle deſires, that the Epheſians might not faint. 


at the tribulation which he endured; fignifying 
that God did not ſet the ſufferings of his ſervants 
before them, with a view to diſcourage them, but 
to embolden them, and ſtrengthen their faith; 


therefore they ought rather to glory in, than be 
diſmayed at them, ver. 13. The apoſtle begins 


praying in the middle of this Epiſtle, and ad- 
dreſſes the Father of Chriſt, of whom all the 


elect angels, and all the elect of the human race, 

_ called the family of heaven and earth, are named, 
ver. 15. The bleſſing that the apoſtle craves of 
God is, that the Epheſians might be frrengthened 
by bis Spirit's might in the inner man. By the inner 
man, he means the grace and Spirit of Gad, 


which has regenerated, purified, and renewed 
the powers of their ſouls. Grace, or the divine 
nature, is called the new, or the inner man, as cor- 


ruption and pollution are called the old man. It is 
as though the apoſtle had ſaid, The grace and 


Spirit 
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Spirit of God, which hath humbled and inclined 
your wills to chuſe Chriſt, in ſubordination to 
the will of God, has alſo appointed Chriſt to be 
your everlaſting portion. And as the apoſtle _ 
took it for granted, that humbling grace had 


ſubdued their wills, and purifying grace had re- 


newed them in the ſpirit of their minds; ſo like- 


wiſe he judged that the love of God had influ- 
_ enced their affections, and kindled an intenſe 


defire after the enjoyment of Chriſt Jeſus. The 
apoſtle wiſhes and prays, that the ſovereign and 
all- -conquering grace of God might reign and 
rule in their hearts and eon benen f 


Therefore he deſires the ever-bleſſed Redeemer 
to reign and rule unmoleſted, and without a rival, 
in their affections, as if they were ſeated with hint 


on his throne. The apoſtle well knew, that er- 


roneous men would be buſy in beſieging their 


underſtandings, and that carnal objects would 
be labouring to engroſs their affections; vanity 
to entertain their minds; pleaſures to attract 
their deſires; and legality to entangle and govern 


their conſciences, Therefore he wiſhes their in- 


ner man to be ſtrengthened with ſpiritual might ; 


hinting thereby, that all our reſolutions, efforts, 
and watchfulneſs, would not be ſufficient bulwarks 
againſt the attempts and attacks of Satan, unleſs 


they were ſtrengthened by the OE might of 
God Almighty. 


A 3 ä The 
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T be apoſtle well knew by his own experience, 
that Satan would lay ſtrong fiege to ſuch ſouls ; 
and he knew it for a truth, that if one fin found 


acceptance and entertainment in the ſoul, that 
that ſin, when ic had engroſſed the affections, 

would let in many more, and conſequently leave 
a gap, or breach, for a whole troop of ſpecious 


ſins to follow. 


When any ſin has gained the aſcendancy, it 


will influence the ſaint's converſation, and prove 
a ſtumbling-block to thoſe who are weak in 


faith; for the life and walk of a faint would ap- 
_ pear froward, and the tongue perverſe, as ſaith 


the wile man, A wholeſome tongue is a tree of life; 


but perverſeneſs therein is a breach in the ſpirit, Prov, 
XV. 4. When ſin is indulged by us, the Spirit 


of God ſuſpends in a meaſure his fortifying influ- 


. ence, that the backſlider i in heart may be files with 
bis own ways, Prov. xiv. 14. 


When this is the caſe, the hedge (to our feel. 


ings) is broken down, and we lie expoſed to every 
_ temptation; as ſays the Pſalmiſt, Why baſs thon 


broken down her hedges, ſo that all they that paſs by 
the way do pluck ber? Pſal. Ixxx. 12, When we 
are thus entangled, we try to reſiſt, but are ſtill 


rebuffed or beaten back; this cauſes rebellion 


and murmuring to take poſſeſſion of our hearts; 


and it is thus that the fooli/bneſs of a man perverteth 


bis way, and his heart An againſt the Bo”. or. 
xix. 3. 


We 
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we now expect Chriſt to ſtep in to heal the 
breach, bind up the wound, and put all our falſe 
gods to flight; and for this we pray, but he ſays, 
No; MWbere are thy gods? And he adds, That the 


 backſlider in heart fhall be filled with bis own ways. 
When in our backſliding we find this to be the 
caſe, we begin to cavil and contend with the Sa- 


viour, and to aſk, * Why he has withdrawn his 
former loving-kindneſs from us?” And he being 
the injured rival, he diſputes the point with us, 
and we impiouſly maintain a contention with 
him, rather than bear the indignation of the Lord, 
againſt whom we have ſinned, Mic. vii. 9. Thus 
fin having ſeparated between Chriſt and the ſoul, Iſa. 
lix, 2, a contention with him ſeems to faſten the 
bar ; as it is written, A brother offended is harder to 


be won than a ſtrong city: and their contentions are 


like the bars of a caſtle, Prov. xviii. 12. If a con- 
tention with Chriſt is as the bars of a caſtle, how 
much more ſo, when rebellion ſtrengthens them? 
The apoſtle knowing that this would unavoid- 
| ably be the caſe, where fin is indulged, earneſtly 
prays that God would fortify each power of their 
_ renewed ſouls with ſpiritual might, againſt all the 
invalions of the devil, ver. 16. For he well 
| knew, that if their ſouls were ſtrengthened with 
divine might, the dear Redeemer would keep 
his reſidence in their hearts, without any rival 
being let in by their affections to him, which he 
hints at in the 17th yerſe, by praying that Chrift 
might dwell in their hearts by faith” 
A4 The 
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The apoſtle deſires that Chriſt as their King 
might have his laws loved, obeyed, and meditated 
on in their minds; and as king of righteouſneſs, 


that his bleſſed ſceptre might be ſwayed in the 
dominions of their affections and conſciences ; 


and as he was their atoning Saviour, that peace 
and pardon might be ſenſibly enjoyed in their 


ſouls; and that the altogether lovely Saviour 
might be enthroned, exalted, and admired in the 


throne of their affections; that Chriſt, ſaid he, 
may dwell in your hearts by faith, that J” * be 
rooted and grounded in love, ver. 17. 

The apoſtle well knew, that Chriſt as king of 
righteouſneſs, and king of peace, did not reign in 


the world; as it is written, I came not to ſend peace 
upon earth, but a ſword, and a fire: and what will 
I, if it be already kindled? The whole world is not 


under the bleſſed ſway of the ſceptre of grace; 


Chriſt reigns on Mount Zion; but all men are not 


come to Mount Zion, and the heavenly Jeruſalem. 
The elect, and them only, conſtitute the goſpel 
Mount Zion; as it is written, The Lord hath cho- 
ſen Zion, he hath defired it for his habitation. And 


from hence it is, that he diſplays his admirable 


beauty and omnipotent power; as ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God: hath 


ſhined. But there are ſome who plainly affirm, 


and ſtill adhere to this, tbat they will not have this 


man to reign over them, And if the Lord holds his 


peace at them when they make theſe vows, it is 
a dreadful ſign that they are not elected; and 
. conſe- 
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cConſequently all their vows are eſtabliſhed, that 

} they have bound their ſouls with, and all their vows 

ſhall hand; none can make their vows. void, but 
a father and a huſband ; and Chriſt is that father 

j and that huſband, who can make them void, ſo as 
for the Lord to Sou them, Numb. xxx. 45 5, 6, 

7, 8. 
But to proceed: The kingdom of Chriſt ; is not 
of this world, therefore it is not to be taken or 
defended by carnal weapons. Ir is true that 
Chriſt is the King of kings, and Lord of lords; and 
by him kings reign, and princes decree juſtice. But 
7 this is under his uncontrolable power as the uni- 

verſal monarch of nations. 

But his ſpiritual kingdom is not of this world; the | 
throne of grace is in heaven; his laws are from bea- 
ven, and written in the minds of all his ſubjects; 
his ſceptre is ſwayed over every juſtified ſoul that 

believes in his name for juſtification, and takes 
him for his everlaſting righteouſneſs and ſtrength; 4 
his kingdom is ſetup in the ſouls of believers; as 2 
it is written, Te kingdom of God is within you. 
This kingdom is altogether ſpiritual; for the 
kingdom is not in word, but in power; it is righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Gboſt. Thus, my 
friends, the Saviour's laws are written within us, 
and he muſt have the pre-eminence in our affec- 
tions, and ſway his peaceable ſceptre in our con- 
ſciences, which J truſt is our ſoul's delight. But 
if we ſpeak of this, it appears a bane to the world, 
they cannot endure his binding laws ; therefore 
they 
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they ſay, Break his bonds aſunder, and caſt away bi: 
cords from us. But why? What are his cords and 
bands, that are ſo offenſive to thoſe who are ſo 
violent? Why; one of the bonds is the binding 
cord of everlaſting love, which the carnal mind, 
fortified with infernal enmity, cannot brook ; as 
it is written, The carnal mind is enmily againſt God; 
it is not ſubje to the laws of God, nor indeed can be. 
The other bond is the bond of goſpel peace; as 
it is written, Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. But the ſinner had rather have peace 
with his fins, and continue to maintain war with 
God, than caſt down his rebel arms, and /end an * 
embaſſage, and defire conditions of peace. The other 

cord or girdle is truth, intended to gird up the 

loins of the mind, in order to make the ſinner 

watch and be ſober. 


However, the ungodly ay, Let us break theſe 
bonds aſunder, and caſt away their cords from us. 
Well, if this muſt be the caſe, he that dwells in 

heaven ſhall laugh at ſuch : Then ſhall he ſpeak to 
* them in his wrath, and vex them in bis ſore diſplea- 
fare. Yet have I ſer my King upon my holy hill. 

And now we will proceed to conſider the words 
of my text; That ye—may be able to comprehend 

with all ſaints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and beighth ; and to know the love of Chriſt, 
2obich paſſeth knowledge. In the words of my text 
there ſeems to be ſomething like a cdntradifion, 
In the firſt clauſe he wiſhes us to comprehend ; and 
in the laſt clauſe he ſays, it paſſeth knowledge, But 
N does 
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does the apoſtle contradict himſelf here? By no 
means. The apoſtle would wiſh that the Ephe- 
ſians ſnould comprebend with all ſaints, &c. He 
means, he would wiſh that the Epheſians, who 
were children in the faith, ſhould arrive to as 
high a pitch of knowledge, experience, and en- 
joyment of God's eternal love, as any other ſaints 
whatſoever, That ye may comprehend with all 
ſaints ; that you may ſee eye to eye with the beſt 
of them. And yet he inſinuates to them, that 
when they have arrived to the higheſt pitch of 
knowledge, they would then know but in part; 
for the whole of Chriſt's love paſſeth nts 
His plain meaning ſeems to be this; I would 
wiſh you to know, to your ſoul's eſtabliſhment, 
as much of Chriſt's love as can be known: but I 
muſt tell you, that he greateſt part is to be known 
only in the bright regions of eternal day; as it is 
written, For we know in part, and propheſy in part; 5 
but when that which is perfect is come, then that : 
which is in part ſhall be done away, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 
The apoſtle's meaning then, amounts to this; 
he would wiſn that the Epheſians ſhould know, 


or comprehend, as much as other ſaints ever 


did; and yet would intimate, that their know- 
ledge and enjoyment was nothing, when compared 
to that knowledge and enjoyment which the ſaints 
* have in the world to come. 


Faving thus briefly opened my text, muſt beg 
leave to invert the order of it a little. The words 


are, That Je—may be able to comprehend with all 
Jan 
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faints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
beigbth; and to know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth 
knowledge, If I have obtained your leave to in- 
vert the order, I will now deliver my thoughts 
on the ſubject in the following manner. Firſt, 1 
will treat of the love of God. 2dly. Of the 
length of this divine love. 3dly. Offer my opi- 
nion on the breadth of it. 4thly. On the depth 


of this love. zthly. On the heighth, And laſtly, 


Conclude the whole with a word of applica- 
tion. 


Where ſhall I begin in delivering my opinion 
on this ſubject? I all begin with God; for God 
is love, 1 John iv. 8. This is clearly revealed in 
that ſcripture of truth that the nature of God is 
love. But is this divine affection fixed on all the 
human race, ſo as to ſave them in Chriſt with an 
_ everlaſting ſalvation ? That cannot be proved; 
for God ſays that multitudes are in hell already; 
as you read in the gift and 32d chapters of Eze- 
kiel. God loves the ſtranger in giving bim food and 
raiment, Deut. x. 18. But the ele&t are not 
ftrangers—1 know my ſheep, ſays Chriſt, and I lay 
"down my life for them, and they ſhall never periſh. It 
was ſelf. moving love in God to chuſe his own 


celect, and is the firſt cauſe of all our happineſs. 


His own will was his counſellor; as it is written, 
He worketh all things after the counſel of his own will. 
That his wiſdom drew up the plan of our ſalva- 
tion is plain from the word of truth dom 
bath hewn out her ſeven pillars ; and by his omni- 

| potent 
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potent power he performs what ſelf- moving love 
ſecretly purpoſed in God himſelf, | 


b This love of God to his elect cannot be traced 
by us from its firſt riſe. We can only go by the 
light of ſcripture, and affirm what God's wit- 
nefſes have done before, viz. That God loved 
his elect with an everlaſting love; but the idea 
of eternity will drown every thought that a mor- 
tal is capable of in launching forth into that un- 
fathomable abyſs. We may trace his word and 
works, and conclude as Job did, Lo] theſe are 
ſome of his ways; but how little of im is under 


flood ! 


= theſe profound depidn of everlaſting love we 
can find no bottom ; like the dove, we mult ſettle 
on the ark of the covenant, and then we ſhall be 
able to look about us. , 
Firſt then, God's love to his people is unutter- 
able; we cannot expreſs it, but can only furniſh 
imperfect hints of its parts, as the ſcriptures do. 
For inſtance, God ſo loved the world, that be gave 
his only begotten Son, &c, John 111. 16. And 
again, Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 
God. And it doth not Jet appear what we ſhall be, | 
1 John 111, x, 1 
The love of God to his elect is not only unut- 
= terable, but i it is likewiſe inconceivable; and there- 
1 fore called, in the laſt clauſe of my text, a love that 
4 Pialſeih knowledge, It is a love that has been en- 
1 | Joyed 
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Joyed by chouſands, b but cannot be fully deſcribed 
by any. 

This «nutterable and inconceivable love is en- 
tirely ſovereign, It laid entirely in the abſolule and 
uncontroulable will and mind of God, whether he 
would create creatures out of the earth or not; 
and whether he would raiſe them to heaven (out 


of ſin, when fallen) as the objects of his w 
love, or not. 


It is ſovereign; becauſe fallen angels are ex- 
cluded. And many of the human race are alſo ex- 


cluded ; as it is written, Vas not Eſau Jacob's bro« 
ber? yet I loved Jacob, and I bated Eſau. But 


when did this love and hatred take place ?—after 
Eſau had ſold his birth- right? No, ſays God; 


For the children being not yet born, neither having done 


any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to 


election might ſtand, not of works, but of him that 


- calleth, it was ſaid unto ber, That the elder ſhall ſerve 


the younger, As it is written, Jacob have I loved, : 


put Eſau have I hated, Rom. xi. 12, 13. 


__ God's elect are ſaid to be loved with an everlaſt« 
ing love, And there is a people that are to be 


Called the border of wickedneſs, and the people againſt 


whom the Lord bath indignation for ever, Mal. i. 4. 


As this love of God is ſovereign, ſo it appears to 
be entirely free in its fountain; as it is written, 


But God commended his love towards us, in that while” 
de were yet ſinners Chriſt died for us, Rom. v. 8. 


If God samen his love towards us while we 


* 


were 
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were yet faners and reconciled us us to himſelf 
when we were enemies and without ſtrength, his 
love muſt be free and unmerited, unleſs we can 


ſuppoſe that n, enmity, and ſinful infirmities, are 
- Meritorious in the ſight of Gd. 


As this love of God appears free in its fountain, 


ſo it appears to be free in its adminiſtration. It 


cannot be purchaſed by human merit (falſely ſo 


called). If a man would give all the ſubſtance of bis 
houſe for love, it would be utterly contemned, Song 
viii. 7, Simon Magus bid high for the Spirit of 


love ; but the bidder and the price were both to 
periſh together, for 1binking that the gift of God 


was to be bought with money. So we conclude, 


that Simon Magus, who wanted to bay, and the 
Pope of Rome, who offers to /e the gifts of God, 


are both in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bonds of 
zniquity, If that man is condemned who offers to 
buy the gifts of God, and if all the ſubſtance that 


a man offers for this love is to be utterly con- 

temned, this love mult be free; free in its foun- 

tain, and free alſo in its adminiſtrations. _ - 
This will appear ftill plainer, if we conſider the 


many Work- -mongers that have laboured ! in vain to 


obtain it. Some have ſtrived for it, but none are 
crowned, except they ſtrive lawfully, 2 Tim. ii. 5. 
But none can ftrive lawfully till that love that ful 
fils the law be in their hearts. Some have run 


for it; but zhe race is not to the ſwift, Eccl. ix. 11. 


No, ſays the Saviour, e firſt are laſt, Matt. xix. 
30. Others have fought in heavy perſecutions 


5 ) a 
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for it; but the battle is not to the ſtrong, Eccl. ix. 
11. The victory of faith is no where promiſed 
to the ſtrength of free will, or the power of the 
human arm: no, let the weak ſay I am ſtrong, 
Joel iii. 10. Herod did many things, but never 
got the gifts of God for his labour. The Phari- 
ſees faſted often, they made many prayers, and long 
ones too, apd honoured God with their lips, and 
yet were rewarded with the greater damnation for 
their pains, Matt. xxiti. 14. The young man in 
the goſpel told the Saviour that he had kept the law 
from bis youth up, and was ſent away with the ſor- 
row of the world (that worketh death) in his heart. 
_ Eſau wept for it; but go! it not, though he ſought 
it carefully with tears. Thus it appears then not 
to be of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, 
nor of him that fighteth, nor of him that worketh, 
nor of bim that flriveth, nor of him that weepeth, 
nor of bim that buys, nor of him that ſells —but of 
God that ſheweth mercy. I will heal their backſlid- 
ings, I will love them freely, Hoſea xiv. 4. This 
will appear ſtill plainer, if we conſider what thoſe 
who obtained had to recommend them, 
Let us ſee what God's elect have done to merit 
this love of God. Pray, what merit was there in 
Mary Magdalen? How had ſhe improved her 
ſuppoſed talent, will, power, or light within, or a 
flock in hand, or whatever other name you are 
Pleaſed to call this phantom by ? The ſcriptures 
ſay ſhe was poſſeſſed with ſeven devils; but her 
being a habitation for devils could not recom- 
: mend 
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mend her to the love and favour of God; nor 


could that poſſibly merit it at his hands. And as 
for her body, that was a hacknied vehicle for every 
ſon of Belial that choſe to hire it; yet this wo- 
man received the gift of goſpel-repentance, the 


forgiveneſs of all her ſins, and ſhe loved much, 
becauſe ſhe was much beloved; as it is written, 
Mae love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. Simon the 
Phariſee diſdained this humble ſuppliant, and 
cenſured the Saviour as not being of God, be- 


cauſe he ſuppoſed him ignorant of Mary's cha- 
racter; however, the Lord ſtopt his mouth, by 
bringing him in debtor fiſty pence, without a far- 


thing to pay his debts with. But Mary received 


her full diſcharge firſt, though ſhe owed five hun- 


dred. Thus the harlot got the ſtart of the Pha- 
riſee; as it is written, Publicans and harlots enter 


the kingdom of God before the Phariſees. 

If we turn to Nicodemus, he is the moſt likely 
of any to merit it at the hands of Chriſt; for he 
took his part among the council, and compli- 


mented the Lord when he came to viſit him. But 
the Lord doth not commend him for theſe things; 


and we know he had no other merit to plead, un- 


leſs we allow that be fear of men, and ignorance of 


real religion, can be accounted meritorious. 

| Firſt, there is no merit in the carnal fear of 
man, for the fear of man bringeth a ſnare ; and as 
to ignorance, it is never ſuppoſed to merit any 


thing either at the hand of God or man. It me- 


rits nothing at the hand of God, becauſe the law | 
B allows 
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allows a ſacrifice for the i 1gnorant, which pre-ſup- 
poles that ignorance is fin inſtead of merit, 
Numb. xv. 25. 


Pray what did the harlot Rahab do to merit 
this love of God? why, ſays the workmonger, e 
received the ſpies with peace; yea, but ſhe was a 
daughter of peace before ſhe received the ſpies; 3 as 
it is written, And into whatſoever houſe you enter, ſay, 
Peace be to this houſe , and if the ſon of peace be 
there (mark that), if the ſon of peace be there, your 
peace ſhall come upon it, But ſuppole likewiſe that 
there be not a perſon ordained for peace in that 
houſe, why then peace has nothing to do there; 
for if the ſon of peace be not there, it ſhall return to 
you again, Luke x. 5, 6. and you ſhall carry it to 
its right owner. Thus then, her receiving the 
. ſpies was only the bleſſed effect of an eternal 
_ cauſe, which is the eternal council of the Trinity 
ordaining peace for us in Chriſt; for thus ſaith 
the Holy Ghoſt to the prophet, Chriſt hall be 4 
' prieſt upon his throne, and the council of peace ſhall be 
between them both, Zech. vi. 13. that is, between 
the Father and the Son; and thus Chriſt is our 
peace. And that Rahab had no merit to boaſt of, 
but her receiving the ſpies, is plain; for her very 
name Rahab is a name that Iſaiah. gives to the 
devil; and applicable enough, for it ſignifies 
furious pride, This woman was an heathen by na- 
tion, a harlot by trade, and a devil by name; and 
yet ſne tumbled into the boſom of everlaſting 
love. Thus the love of God appears to be ee 


reign, 


Y 

1 

fl 

F 

* 
4 

7 
1 
l 
þ 
3 
N 
a 


OF ETERNAL LOVE. 19 


reign, diſcriminating, and free, in its fountain, Je- 
hovah; and it is likewiſe ſovereign, diſcriminaling, 
and free, in its adminiſtrations under the diſpen— 
ſation of the Holy Ghoſt. But I pals on to my 
| ſecond general head, which is to treat of the 
length of this love, 


On this ſubject 1 muſt be permitted | to make an 
extended, or even improper uſe of words, 

The dimenſions of this love that I am to treat 
of are fourfold :—Ir is height in a ſuperlative, and 
depth in an infinite degree; its two axes or poles may 
be compared to two eternities, and thus we muſt. 
meaſure, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, the 
length. Immenſity ſeems to be its circumference ; 


but our buſineſs is with the diameter, which the 
apoſtle calls the breadth. 


However, Paul allows that it paſſeth knowledge ; 
and indeed it is better felt and enjoyed than de- 
ſcribed; however, this pleaſing theme has em- 
ployed, more or leſs, the tongues and pens of all 
God's eminent ſervants for many ages paſt, and 
1 hope our tongues will never be filent on this 
ſubject. 5 
You know, my deny friends; that I am called 
an enterprizing man; I will therefore venture to 
ſay what I find warranted by the word of God, 
notwithſtanding our utter inabilities to find it out 
to perfection; only let me obſerve the golden rule, 
and II will proceed. Firſt then, let it be noticed, 
that God is love; this love ſhines from pole to 
pole, and is from everlaſting to everlaſting ; as 
B 2 1 ſays 
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ſays the Pſalmiſt, from everlaſting to everlaſting thou 


art God, Pſal. xc. 2, We will begin with that 
everlaſting which 1s behind us, and which has got 
the word from added to it; from everlaſting, and 


ſo travel on till we come to the other eternal pole, 


which has got the prepoſition to added to it. Do 
not be ſtartled at my adventurous fight, for we 
are moſt ſurely concerned in theſe two eternities. 
Let us begin where the ſcriptures declare God 


has begun. His glorious footſteps of mercy and 


love toward his elect are dated from everlaſting ; 
as it is written, But the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlaſting to everlaſiing upon them that fear him, 
Pſal. ciii. 17. And the Redeemer's going forth 
in covenant-undertakings for the ele& bear the 
fame date : His goings forth have been of = from 


_ everlaſting, Micah v. 2. 


Bot to proceed]; the firſt ſtep that the Father 
took in the path of love to his ele, was in treat- 


ing with Chriſt in their behalf, and appointing 


him to be their head, their huſband, their 
ſurety, their mediator, their father, and their 
brother; but when was this living head, ſurety, 
huſband, mediator, father, and brother, elected, 

ordained, and appointed? Why, it is dated from 
everlaſting; as the Saviour declares, The Lord 
poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his ways; (mark) 


here are his goings forth from everlaſting, called the 


beginning of his ways, before his works of old. I 
was ſet up from everlaſting, from the beginning, or 


ever the earth was: when there were no depths, 1 was 
_—_ = 
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Brought forth: when there were no fountains abound- 


ing with water : before the mountains were ſettled, be- 


fore the hills was ] brought forth, Prov. viii. 22, 23, 


24, 23. Thus it appears that Chriſt was elected, 


appointed, pre-ordained, and ſet up from ewes 


laſting ; and was delivered to death for his elect 
by the determinate council and foreknowledge of 


God. Thus God the Father reveals his electing 
and everlaſting love to his choſen people, in ap- 


pointing and giving Chriſt to them before the 
world was, 

When he ſet up Chriſt for our r living head, he 
gave us eternal life in him; as it is written, In 
hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie pro- 
miſed before the world began, Titus i. 1. Chriſt is 


the quickening Spirit, that quickens all his re- 


deemed; for he is our life, and he has brought 


life and immortality to light through the goſpel. 


And in another paſſage he himſelf ſaith, Becauſe 
I live ye ſhall live alſo. And it muſt be fo; For as 


in Adam all his natural ſeed die, even ſo in Chriſt 


ſal all his ſpiritual ſeed be nad alive. But I pro- 
ceed. 


When Chriſt was ſet up, he was nde to 


be the huſband of God's choſen daughter. And 


as man and wife they were viewed one in union 
from everlaſting; for the covenant of grace is a 


covenant of eternal wedlock ; as it is written, 4 
certain king made a marriage for his ſon, Matth. 


xxii. 2. And thus likewiſe runs the tenor of the 
covenant of wedlock, as God the Father ſpeaks 
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to his elect, Thou Halt no more be termed Rene 
neither ſhall thy land any more be termed Deſolate; but 
thou ſhalt be called Hephzi- bab, and thy land Beulab; 


for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land ſhall be 
married, For as a young man marrieth a virgin, ſo 
ſhall thy ſons marry thee : and as the bridegroom re- 
Joiceth over the bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoice over 
zbee, Iſa. Ixii. 4, 5. Thus the ele& were choſen 
as the king's daughter-in-law from eternity, Pſal. 


cxxxii. 13. They are eſpouſed in time, 2 Cor. 


xi. 2, and the marriage ſhall be conſummated in 
bliſs, when the myſtery of God is finiſhed; as it 


is written, Let us be glad and rejoice, and give ho- 


nour io him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 


and his wife hath made herſelf ready, Rev. xix. 7. 


and then ſhe ſhall be clad in gold of Ophir, and 
be brought with joy and rejoicing to enter into 
the king's palace, Pſal. xlv. 15, 


This doctrine appears plain, by Eve's exiſting 


in Adam before ſhe was extracted from him; ſo 
our life was bid with Chriſt in God. And when 
Eve was taken out of Adam, ſhe was a Belp meet 
formed for him; ſo the elect are created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus, When Eve was formed ſhe was 


brought to Adam; ſo no man can come to Chriſt ex- 
cept the Father draw him, When ſhe came to 


Adam he received her as God's gift; ſo the elect 


are given to Chriſt, Adam and Eve are ſaid to be 


one; ſo alſo are they that are joined to the Lord 


one ſpirit. Adam ſaid, Man ſhall leave his father 


and his mother, and ſhall cleave to his wife ; fo Chrift 


came 
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where they fell; as it is written, 
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came forth from the Father, leaping upon the 
mountains. And when ſome of the Saviour's 
followers ſaid, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 


Stand without, deſiring to ſpeak with thee , but he an- 
ſwered, Who is my mother and my brethren ? And be 
ſtretched out his hand towards bis diſciples, and ſaid, 


Behold my mother and my brethren, Matt. xii. 47, 48. 


Thus Chriſt left his father and mother, and cleaved 


to his wife. Adam had one wife brought to him, 


and no more; ſo Chriſt ſays, There are threeſcore 


queens, and fourſcore concubines, and virgins without 


number; but my undefiled is but ONE, Song vi. 8, 9. 


When Eve fell, Adam was in the 7ranſpreſſion, 
though he was not deceived ; ſo when the elected 


ſpouſe fell, Chriſt was not deceiyed, yet he was 


made fin, and was numbered with the tranſgreſſors, 
Iſa. liii. 12. When Adam and Eve fell, their 


marriage was not made void; ſo the fall of the 


elect did not break the bond of God's everlaſting 


covenant, but rather paved the way to diſplay 
eternal love toward the miſerable; it appears 
that both Adam and Eve were choſen veſſels; and 
when they fell by eating the apples, they fell into 


ſoul travel, and were ſhortly after born again. 
Eternal love raiſed them up under the ſame tree 
{ raiſed thee up 
under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee 


forth, there foe brought thee 2 that bare thee, Song 


Viii. 5. 
I ſhall conclude this hed with the apoſtle's 
myſtery, For no man ever yet hated his own fleſp , 


1 . 
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but nearifheth and cheriſbeth it, even as the Lord the 


church. For we are members of bis body, of his fleſp, 
and of his bones. For this cauſe ſhall a man leave his 


Father and mother, and ſhall be joined unto bis wife, 


and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a great myſ- 
tery: but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the church, 


Eph. v. 29, 30, 31, 32. This therefore is another 


bleſſed effect of God's everlaſting love. But 


As a ſurety | Chriſt was ſet up from everlaſting; 
as it is written, But Chriſt was made with an oath ; 


by him that ſaid unto him, The Lord fware, and will 


not repent, thou art a prieſt for ever after the oraer of 
Melchiſedec. By jo much was Jeſus made a ſurety of 
a better teſtament, Heb. vii. 21, 22, Firſt, Chriſt 


as a ſurety was to pay the debt of perfect obedi- 
ence to the preceptive part of the law for his 


elect; as it is written, He will magnify the law, and = 


make it honourable, Iſa. xlii. 21. And by the obedience 


of this Chriſt ſhall many be made righteous, Rom. 


v. 19. As a ſurety, he was to pay the penal ſum 
of ſuffering for his elect, by dying in their room 
and Read; as It is written, I will rauſom them 
from the power of the 2 1 will redeem them from 
death, Hoſea xiii. And thus it behoved 
Chriſt to ſuffer chefs chives; becauſe he had un- 
dertaken our cauſe, And by his precious blood 
he blotted out our tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud 
from the book of God's remembrance, agreeable 


to the following text, I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day, Zech. iii. 9. Who then ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's eleft ? Rom. viii. 
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33. This is another blefſeq effec of everlaſting 


love. But 

Chriſt was ſet up from everlaſting to be a medi- 
ator between God and the elect; as it is written, 
But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the general aſſembly 
and church of the firſt-born, which are written in bea- 
ven, and to God the Fudge of all, and to the ſpirits of 


juſt men made perfect, and to Jeſus the mediator of 


the new covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling that 


 ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel, Heb. xii, 
-"2& At; 26. 


Chriſt, as our mediator, appeaſed the wrath of 


God, removed the curſe of the law from us by 


his death, made reconciliation for iniquity, and 
brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. He ap- 
pears both our peace-maker and our peace; as 


it is written, He is our peace, who hath made peace 


for us by the blocd of his creſs, Col. i. 12. Thus 
we are reconciled to God by the death of bis Son. This 


— another bleſſed effect of God's everlaſting 


love. 


Chriſt was alſo fet up * everlaſting to be a 
ſecond Adam, or an everlaſting 88 as it is 
written, Aud his name ſball be called Wonderful, 


Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 


the Prince of Peace, Iſa, ix. 6. And as a Father 
of the elect family, he received the promile of 
eternal life, together with the promiſe of the Spi- | 
rit of God, for all thoſe who are called his ſeed, 


agreeable 
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agreeable to the following ſcripture, As for me, 
this is my covenant with them, ſaith the Lord, my 


Spirit that is upon thee, and my words that I have put 
in thy mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 


out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of 
thy ſeed's ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from henceforth and 


for ever, Iſa, lix. 21. Thus God ſhowed his 


eternal love to the choſen ſeed in Chriſt before the 


world was. But in this covenant he made a pa- 
rental reſerve for himſelf; as you read, But if his 
children ferſake my law, and walk not in my judg- 
ments; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not my 


commandments z then will I viſit their tranſgreſſions 
with a rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. Never- 
theleſs my loving KINDNESS I will not utterly take 
from Hi, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail: my co- 


venaut will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 


gone out of my lips, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30—34. Behold 


then, ſaith the Saviour, J, and the children whom 


the Lord hath given me, are for figns from the Lord 


of Hoſts, which dwelleth in Mount Zion, Ifa. viii. 
- "ver, $8 1 
And now the prophet puts forth a riddle to the 

world, when he ſays, that Chriſt was taken from 

priſon and from judgment, and who ſhall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living, Iſa, liii. 8. yet he ſhall ſee his ſeed, verſe 


the 12th : and bleſſed be his name, he has got a 


glorious offspring out of the ſpoils of death, as 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Unio God the Lord belongs the 


Hues from death, Til, Ixviii, 20. And this is the 


ſeed 
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fed that ſhall ſerve Chriſt, and be counted to bim for 
a generation, Pal. xxii. 30. And that ſeed ſhall 
all one day appear in the bleſſed image of the Sa- 
viour ; as it is written, And as we have borne the 
image of the earthly Adam, we ſhall alſo bear the 

image of the heavenly : for as is the earthy Adam, ſo 
are his ſeed alſo that are earthy, and as is the hea- 
venly Adam, ſuch are they alſo that are beavenly, 

1 Cor. xv. 48. And this is another bleſſed effect 
or reſult of God's eternal love. 
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; Chriſt, too, in this eternal covenant, is called 
f the firſt-born—1 will make him, my firſt-born, bigher 
4 ' than the kings of the earth, that in all things he might 


have the pre-eminence. And God promiſed to be 
to Chriſt his Father, his God, and the rock of bis 


1 ſalvation, Pal. Ixxxix. 26. God having promiſed 
1 to be the Father and God of Chriſt, chi bleſſing 
j was transferred to the ele, when the Saviour 


had finiſhed the work of redemption, and was 
riſen again from the dead; as it is written, Go, 
tell my brethren that I am riſen; and ſay unto them, 

I aſcend unto my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your God, God therefore is become our 
; God, and we are heirs of him as our eternal por- 
tion; as it is written, And if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, Rom. viii. 
17. In this covenant Chriſt and his ele& bre- 
thren are ſaid to be of one; as it 1s written, For 
both he that ſan#tifieth, and they who are ſanflified 
are all of one ; for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to 
call en brethren, Heb. ii. 11, 12. Saying, I will 


declare 
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declare thy name unto my brethren, verſe the 12th, 
The glorious reſult of all this is, to bring many 


ſons to glory, Heb. ii. 10. This therefore is an- 
other bleſſed effect of God's everlaſting love, But 


I proceed, 


As God's ſervant Chriſt was ſer up from ever- 
laſting to ſerve under the law, and to redeem 


them that were under the law, and then to ga- 
ther together in himſelf all the ele ſheep, as 
their chief ſhepherd; as it is written, Behold my 
ſervant whom 1 upbold, mine elect in whom my ſoul 
delighteth, &c. As a ſhepherd he was appointed 


to redeem and gather in the ſheep that were given 
to him; as it is written, Thine they were, and thou 
gaveſt them me, and I lay down my life for the ſheep. 
And again: This is the will of my heavenly Father, 
that of all that be bath given me I ſhould loſe nothing, 
but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day. It appears 
plain, in the word of God, that Chriſt received 


the ſheep, their names, and the number of them, 
before all worlds; as it is ſaid, I» thy book were 
all my members written, when as yet there was none 
of them, This appears very plain ; for God calls 
them ſheep before they were either redeemed, or 


called, or born. He ſhall gather the lambs with his 


arms, and carry them in his boſom, and ſhall gently 


lead thoſe that are with young, Ila. xl. 11. And 


this fulfils the antient prediction, And to him ſhall 


the gathering of the people be, Gen xlix. 10. Twill, 
ſays God, /et up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall - 


feed them, even my ſervant David, he Heal. feed them, 
and 
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and he ſhall be their ſhepherd, Ezek. xxxiv. 23. This 


doctrine will be proclaimed on the judgment-ſeat; 
as it is written, He ſhall ſeparate them, even as a 


ſhepherd divideth the ſheep from the goats. Then ſhall 


the king ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


you from the foundation of the world, Matth. xxv. 


32, 33, 34. This alſo 1 is another bleſſed effect of 
everlaſting love. 


Thus God has ſhewn his everlaſting hn to the 


elect, in appointing them ſuch a glorious head, 
ſet up from everlaſting; in whom he has given 


them eternal life, and eternal union with him as 
an huſband, an honourable diſcharge by him as a 
ſurety, peace by him as a mediator, adopting 
grace in him as an everlaſting father, and an eter- 
nal portion with him as an elder brother. So 


much for the eternal and unchangeable love of. 
God the Father. 


But my dear hearers may object and ſay, Your 


text treats only of the love of Chriſt, I anſwer, 

When we ſpeak of the love of Chriſt we do not 

_ exclude the love of the Father nor of the Spirit, 

for it is one love. The glorious Trinity loved 
the elect from everlaſting, Bur of each of theſe 
in particular, 


Ol God the Father's love I have Fates already; | 


I next proceed to ſpeak of the love of Chriſt. 


The Saviour manifeſted his love to the elect, in 


undertaking their cauſe, accepting their names and 
perſons, and  ſubſticuring himſelf in their room and 
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ſtead from everlaſting; in vailing his infinite 
Deity in fleſh and blood, ſuffering ſhame, reproach, 


and ignominy, to procure our eternal ſalvation in 


time; and laſtly, in laying down his life to re- 
deem us from all evil: as it is written, Greater 


love hath no man than thbi.—itbat a man lay down Vis 


life for his friends, John xv. 13. 
The dear Saviour had much to ſuffer; his 


floodgates of wrath were opened on him ;—the 


floods of death compaſſed him about, and alſo the 
floods of temptation. All theſe met together on 
the dear Redeemer's head; and our frail nature, 
and the infirmities of it, with which he was com- 
paſſed about, ſhrunk back at the thought of the 
approaching tragedy. The ſpirit was traly willing, 


but the fleſh was weak : however, love was ſtrong as 

 death—and ſtronger too; r many waters could 
not quench his love—neither could the floods drown it, 
Song vil. 6, 7. 


Is this the eternal love of Chriſt to his elect? It 


really is: Then who ſhall ſeparate us from the love ß 


Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or 


famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Nay, in 


all theſe things we are more than conquerors through 
bim that loved us, Rom. viii. 35, 36, 37. 
I next proceed to ſhew that the love of the 
Spirit appears from che ſame date: I mean from 
everlaſting. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſhewed his er love to the 


elect, in bearing witnels to this everlaſting cove- 
nant; as it is written, There are three that bear re- 
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OF ETERNAL LOVE 37 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 


Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 1 John v. 7. He not 


only appeared a witneſs of the covenant, but the 


ſeal and ſealer ; as it is written, And I ſaw in the 
right hand of him that ſat on the throne, a book writ- 
ten within and on the backſide, ſealed with ſeven ſeals, 
Rev. v. 1. Thus the Spirit undertook to bear 
| witneſs to the covenant, to ratify it, and to reveal 


to all God's elect the glorious benefits ariſing 
from it: as it is written, He hall take of the things 
that are mine, and ſhall ſhew them unto you, John xvi. 
15. — and, bleſſed be his name, ſo he does—he leads 


us into all truth , works faith in us; ſheds abroad the 
Father's love in our hearts; and proves himſelf to 


us the firſt fruits of glory, and the earneſt of our 


eternal inheritance, and be is to abide with us for 


ever, as a well of water ſpringing up into everlaſting 


life. Thus we ſee the Holy Spirit's love; as it 


is written, Now I Beſeech you, brethren, for the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift”s ſake, and for the love of the Spi- 
rit (mark that), zbe love of the Spirit, Rom. xv. 
30. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, Gal. v. 22. 
Thus, my friends, we have gone through the ſe- 

cond head. I will next ſhew you the ſtability of 


this covenant; and then proceed to conſider the 
md had 


This bleſſed covenant is Aged and witneſſed by 
the FaTHER, Son, and HorLy GHrosrT; ratified 


by the ſevenfold ſealer and ſeal of heaven ; con- 


firmed by the oath of God, and by the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt the immutable teſtator; and thus it 
is 
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is made ſure io all the feed, Rom. iv. 6. How 
ſweetly are the elect ſecured from the wrath of 
God -bleſſed with eternal love land a ſweet 
foundation is laid for a ſtrong conſolation in all 
our troubles. Firſt, they are ſecured from wrath, 
as it is teſtified : For ibis is as the waters of Noab 
unto me; for as I have ſworn that the waters of 
Noah ſhould no more go over the earth—ſo have T 
ſworn that I will not be wroth with thee, nor 'rebuke 
thee, Oh bleſſed and ſweet ſecurity ! his loving 
kindneſs too is as ſtrongly ſecured. For the moun- 
tains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, but my 
kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee , neither ſhall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, that 
bath mercy on thee. It is true, the elect may be 
toſſed in the ſtorms of affliction, and be almoſt 
drowned at times in the diſtreſs ; but their ſitua- 
tion can never alter the covenant, O thou af. 
flited, toſſed with tempeſts, and not comforted, be- 
Hold I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and thy 
foundations with ſapphires. This, I think, means 
all the attributes of Jehovah, which are engaged 
in behalf of the elect, and who are ſecured in this 
covenant ; for it immediately follows, In righte- 
ouſneſs ſhalt thou be eftabliſhed, Iſaiah liv. 9, 10, 
11. 14. Thus the covenant is fgned and witneſſed 
by three immutable and unchangeable witneſſes ; 
ſealed and ratified by immutable veracity con- 
firmed by the oath of an immutable God, who 
can never be perjured. Eternal life is promiſed 
by him who cannot lie; and confirmed by the ef- 
1 ficacious 


OF ETERNAL LOVE. 33 


ficacious blood of IM who is without e 
or ſhadow of turning, James 1. 17. Surely then, 
theſe immutable things in which it is impoſſible 
for God to falſify his word, are ſufficient to afford 
us the moſt ſolid ground of comfort? as it is 
written, W/herein God willing more abundantly to ſhew 
unto the heirs of promiſe the immutability of bis counſel, 
confirmed it by an oath : That by two immutable things 
in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
Have a ſtrong conſolation who have fled for refuge to 
lay bold upon the hope ſet before us; which hope we 
have as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
and which entereth into that within the veil, whether 
the forerunner hath for us entered; even Feſus, made 
an vigh-prieſt for ever after the order of Melchiſedec, 
Heb. vi. 17920. | 
Having offered you my ont on this divine 
love from the eternal ſource, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the ſouth pole, which is before us, namely, 
to everlaſting. This is a natural inference drawn 
from the length of this love mentioned in my 
text, In doing this, I will hereafter touch on 
the benefits of this covenant, and their being a 
free donation, as well as of their eternal duration. 
I know the Arminians affirm, that we may be 
children of God to-day, and children of the devil 
to-morrow : but this is rendering God worſe than 
ourſelves; for I who am evil could not deal fo in 
. a natural ſenſe with my children. If what they 
affirm be true, the length of God's love mentioned 
55 my text, which is faid to poſs Ruptur, is but 
8 four 
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four and twenty hours long at beſt, ds I leave 
. thoſe lars; and their lies, to the father of lies, 
and proceed to ſpeak of what God ſays, for we 
know that he. is true, though every man be a liar, 
Rom. iii. 3. It plainly appears in ſcripture, that 
the everlaſting God choſe the elect in his Sass 
Chrift Jeſus; and that the covenant was ſealed 
by the eternal Spirit in heaven. And it is as 
plain that everlaſting love moved them to it; 
therefore the covenant is called an everlaſting co- 
venant, and we ſhall find all the bleſſings of it to 
bear the fame date. 


I will therefore conſider them diſtinctly, and 
only take notice of them as 1 find God hath men- 
tioned them. 


Firſt then, As God remembered us in our low ęſtate, 
he has promiſed not to forget us; but to remem- 
ber us for good, and to eſtabliſh us; as it is writ- 
ten, Surely be ſhall not be moved for ever the rigbte- 
OUS ſpall be bad in everlaſting remembrance, Pſalm 
cxii. 6. Therefore there is no fear of being for- 
gotten before the Lord, 
And as all the elect were condemned by the 
law, the Lord Jeſus has brought in an eternal 
righteouſneſs to juſtify them; as it is written, He 
ſhall make reconciliation for miquity, and bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. 
But you will ſay, We are dead in law, 0 dead 
in ſin. I know that we are all in that ſtate; but 
in this covenant the ele& are pre- ordained co 
eternal life; as it Is Written, And as many as were 
ordained 
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J erdiitied to crernal life believed, Acts xiii. 40. Thus 

the elect are quickened here, and brought to live 

by the faith of the Son of God; and their eternal 

life, which is given us of God, is hid with Chriſt, 

as our head in God; as it is written, I give my 
ſheep eternal life, and they fhall never periſh, neither 
Gall any pluck them out of my hands, John x. 28. He 
that believeth en me hath everlaſting life, John vi. 
47. There we ſee the bleſſings of this everlaſting 
covenant bear the fame date as the covenant doth, 
But to proceed. 

The Almighty knew how. the devil, the god of 
this world, would blindfold us in order to lead us 
to the bottomleſs pit, and that Satan would fend 
many blind guides to lead us on from one dark 

mountain to another, that we might follow the 
devil's doctrine, and ſo be damned at laſt. 1 
ſay, the Lord knew this, for known unto God are 
all things; therefore in this covenant he has pro- 
miſed to be an everlaſting light to all his people; 
as it is written, But the Lord ſball be unto thee an 
3 everlaſting light,. and thy God thy glory, Iſa. Ix. 19. 
In this covenant God has provided a righteouſ- 
3 neſs for the elect, though by nature they were un- 
godly, Rom. iv. 5. This righteouſneſs was 
wrought out for the ele& by Chriſt; as it is 
written, By the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
righteous, Rom. v. 19. This righteouſneſs God 
accepted of our ſurety, he being made of God unto 
us righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. i. 30. This righteouſneſs 
God alſo imputes freely without any prx-requilite 
C2 in 
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in us; as it is written, Even as David alſo deſcrib- 
eth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God imputeth © 
righteouſneſs without works, Rom. iv. 6. The Spi- 
rit of God brings this righteouſneſs near to us in a 
preached goſpel, and reveals it to the eye of faith ; 
as ſpeaketh God by the prophet Iſaiah, I bring 
near my righteouſneſs—it ſhall not be far off, Iſa. 
xlvi. 13. This righteouſneſs is revealed in the 
goſpel for every believer; I am not aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, for therein is the righteouſneſs of God 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, The juſt 
ſhall live by faith, Rom. i. 17. Faith puts this 
righteouſneſs upon the poor ſinner for his juſtifi- 
cation before God, as a righteouſneſs procured by 
| God. But now the righteouſneſs of God without the | 
law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and theg' 
prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God, which is if 
faith of Jeſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon all them tba? 
believe, Rom. iii. 21, 22. | 
Remember, this righteouſneſs is given freely, 3 
therefore woe be to that man that thinks to me- 
rit it, or add ſomething of his own thereto: 3? 
this Chriſt calls putting a piece of new cloth upon 


an old garment, which will make the rent worſe, 1 4 


ſay, it is given of God; and it cannot either 
be bought or ſold; as it is written, They that 
receive abundance of grace, and the GIFT of RIGH= | 
 TEOUSNESS, * reign in life by one, Feſus Chriſt, 
Rom. v. 17. 5 
Thus, my dear hearers, Chriſt wrought out 
| this righteouſneſs for us; God the F ather accepts it 
of 
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3 of Chriſt, and places it to our account, and then 
imputes it freely. The goſpel reveals it, the Holy 
3 Ghoſt applies it to the hand of an appropriating 
faith; and makes it manifeſt to the ſinner's con- 
2 ſcience; conſcience enjoys it, and finds peace to 
be the effect of it. Thus we are juſtified freely from 
| 7 all things from which we could not be juſtified 9 the 
la ef Moſes, Acts xiii. 39. 
This righteouſneſs too bears the ſame ancient 
date of the covenant; for ſeventy weeks are deter- 
mined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to 
_ finiſh the tranſereſſion, and to make an end of fins, 
and to make reconciliation for miquity, and to ring in 
_ everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix. 24. 

I next proceed to ſhew that per/evering frrength 
s moft ſurely promiſed to the eleCt in this cove- 
want; or elſe Satan would ſoon throw us down, if 
we even were as ſtrong as Peter ſuppoſed himſelf 
to. be, when he promiſed never to forſake Chriſt, 
though all the reſt did: as it is written, There is 
none like unto the God of Jeſpurun, who rideth upon 
3 the beavens in thy help, and in his excellency on the ſky. 
4 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
| everlaſting arms, Deut. xxxiii. 37. Therefore ruſt 
ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jebovab is 
everlaſting ſtrength, Iſa. xxvi. 4. 


God's ele& are not to be left comfortleſs, 
though they are ſo much oppoſed and hated in 
the world; for this covenant ſecures our conſola- 
tions alſo, and they bear the ſame date as the co- 

venant does; as it is written, Now our Lord 


. „ Jeſus 


H 
vg 
8% 
2 
. 
bo 
* 
"ot as 
. 8 ba 


3 


=. 
| 
1 
1 - 
#2 
? 
. 
1 
14 
144 
1 
91 
+ Th F 
— 17 ö 
144 
* 
i : 
* 
7 
AT 
3 
5 
1 
„ 
1 
„ 
? 
14 
+ F 
1 
; 
18 
1 
14 
1 
1 
if 
3 
* 
9 
"by 
1 
. 


zs THE DIMENSIONS 


Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting conſola- 


tion, and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, 


and ſtabliſb you in every good word and work, 2 Theſſ. 
i. 16, 17. 
Our joy and glory are alſo ſecured in this cove- 


nant; as it is written, And the ranſomed of the Lord 


ſhall return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and ever- 
laſting joy upon their beads ; they ſhall obtain joy and 


gladneſs, and ſorrow and ſigbing ſhall flee away, Ila. 


xxxv. 10. And there is another eternal bleſſing 
beyond all theſe, and that is an eternal weight of 


glory in the preſence of the Lamb; and that 1s 
likewiſe to be enjoyed for ever and ever. 


Thus, my dear hearers, you ſee what eri 
ing love has done for us. Remember that this 
love is to endure for ever; as ſaith the church A 
The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, ſaying, 
yea, I have loved thee with an everlaſting love, there- ü 


fore with loving-kindneſs Have 1 drawn ee, Jer. 


xxxi. 3. 

Having thus diſcourſed of the length of the love 
of God, and proved the date of it to be from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, I come now to my third ge- 


neral head, which is to treat of the breadth of this 
„ . 


By breadth, we may underſtand its univerſal 


extenſion to all the elect, whether Jews or Gen- 


tiles. | 'J 
In the antediluvian world the love of God was 9 


known but to few families, and zhey ſprung from 
' The 
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FJ the loins of Seth ; ; the family of Cain ſeem to have 
been kept quite ignorant of it, It was much 
contracted likewiſe in the adminiſtration of it in 

the days of Noah; and after the flood it ſeemed to 
flow in a very narrow channel, and confined it- 
ſelf chiefly to the deſcendants of Noah: in ſhort, 
it run in one contracted channel till Jacob's fa- 
mily multiplied in Egypt, and then it began to 
extend itſelf; and to widen moſt ſweetly at 

"i Iſrael's deliverance from bondage. And here 

f and there a poor Gentile was pulled in by this cord 

3 of everlaſting love: but the greateſt part of them 

were left to go on in their own ways. 


It continued with Iſrael ſome hundred years, and 
the partition wall that encompaſſed them ſeemed 
to ſtand firm for many ages; as it is written, Jon 
only have I known of all the families of the earth. In 

the days of David it extended itſelf gloriouſly 
% among the Jews; and after that again it fell into 
* a narrow channel, and continued ſo for many years, 
: till the golden days of the Son of Man appeared, 
and then it widened greatly; but it was ſtill ſeem- 
ingly confined to the Jewiſn nation; as it is writ- 
ten, Theſe twelve Jeſus ſent forth, and 3 them 
ſaying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles; and into 
any city of the Samaritans enter not ; but go rather 
to the loſt fheep of the bouſe of Iſrael, Matt. x. 
5, 6. But though this everlaſting love ſeemed ſo 
contracted in its adminiſtration in thoſe ancient 
days, yet it was broad in the ſecret purpoſes of 
God. That the Gentiles ſpould be ſaved, was a part 
C4 of 
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of the great myſtery of godlineſs ; as it is written, 
Preached unto the Gentiles, &c. But at laſt the 


dear Redeemer broke down the middle wall of the par- 


tition that ſeparated between the Jewiſh nations 
and the Gentiles; and ſent his ſervants forth to 
preach the goſpel to every creature, On the glorious 
day of Pentecoſt this everlaſting flame of divine 
love was wonderfully kindled in the twelve apoſ- 
tles, who were appointed to be the twelve mini- 
ſerial foundations of the goſpel church; and 


from them it was communicated to the uniting 


of many lively ſtones to the chief corner-ſtone _ 
CarisT JESUS ; the only foundation for faith and 


hope on whom to build their expectations. 


The dimenſions of this love in my text was 
ſweetly revealed to Peter in the vifon of a great 
ſheet knit at the four corners: four of the glorious 


attributes of God knit the corners, and ſweetly 
agree in letting down to the earth this ſheet of 


everlaſting love; as it is written, Mercy and truth 
are met together : theſe two attributes hold two 
oppoſite corners; righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed 


each other; and after that mutual kiſs they agreed, 


or harmonized together, to hold up the other two 
oppoſite corners. Thus mercy and truth are met 
together, righteouſneſs and peace bave kiſſed each other_ 
Pſalm lxxxv. 10. In this ſheet were the Het 
Gentiles chiefly exhibited. It contained all man- 
ner of four-footed beaſts (mark that), all manner of 
four-footed beaſts. Their ſpecies was human, bur 
brutal v7 ſin ; HO man is s brulifo in his know- 

led e, 
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edge, Jeri” K. 18. 7 am more brutal (faith Agur) 


than any man, Prov. xxx. 2. Yea, the whole hu- 
man race are emphatically called beaſts; as it is 


written, That God might manifeſt them, that they 
might ſee that they themſelves are beaſts, Eccl. iii. 18. 
\ Theſe were the beaſts that were repreſented to 
Peter in this ſheet—fonr-ſooted beaſts. Some ſin- 


ners are alſo called dogs, as Chriſt called the Gen- 
tile woman, Matt. xv. 27. Some are called 


ſwine, Matt, vii. 6. Some are called wolves, 


Matt. x. 16. Some lions, Zeph. iii. 3- Some 


calves, Mal. iv. 2. But the wolf ſhali dwell with 
the Lamb of God, and the leopard ſhall lay down 


with the kid; and the calf, and the young lion, and 


the fatling together, and a babe in grace ſhall lead 
' them, Iſa. xi. 6. That ſheet contained all the 


elect from all eternity, and is their reſt and divine 


ſolace, when grace has tamed them, as is repre- 2 
ſented by their lying down with the Lamb. 


There were creeping things allo in the ſheer, as 
well as beaſts; ſome ſinners are called ſerpents, 
and ſome vipers, Matt. iii. 7. and ſome are called 


worms, Micah vii. 17. And there were fowls of 


the air in the ſheet alſo; mark, the ele& are 


called doves, Ifa. Ix. 8. eagles, Iſa. xl, 31, and 
ſpeckled birds, Jer. xii. 9. Theſe were the living 
creatures in Peter's ſheet. And there came a voice 


to bim, ſaying, Riſe, Peter, kill and eat; take the 
ſword of the Spirit, and kill them to all hope in 
the law; crucify them to the world, that they 


may be dead unto fin, Rom. vi. 2. kill them to all 


confi- 


e 


18 


—— a rn. lagep mentggs+ 
2 4 * 


« n 


— 
22 — 


—— — — — — —[Aj—ỹẽ— no 4 AS 


— . ES nes, oe hr es es. en * 


| 
i 
| 
| 
ö 
1 
| 


— — 


- —— 5 —— 
3 —— Vp — 
— ̃¶ ͤ Arén OI Woo 


1 


„% rr — 


— Pg 


DT DE OIIERS — 


8 A 


11 


* 4 2 


G 


* r 
* 


42 THE DIMENSIONS 


confidence in the fleſh, that their ld man may 25 


cruciſied with Chriſt ; that they may become dead to 
the law, and be married to another, Rom. vii. 4. 


Ariſe, Peter, kill and eat. 


« ] told you at the well of Samaria, that I had 
meat io eat that ye knew not of, and that my meat 
was to do the will of bim that ſent me, and finiſh his 


work, John 1v, 32. 34. I have made thee, Pe- 


ter, a miniſter, and the converſion of theſe ſin- 
ners mult be the meat and drink of thy miniſte- 


rial appetite, or thirſt for ſouls. 


„Mine elect in this world are as Graded to % 
in the great ſea, Ezek. xIvii. 9, 10, 11. And 1 
told thee, Simon, I had made thee a fiſher of men, 
Mark i. 17. Suck therefore of the abundance of the 


| feas, Peter, for that is the food of the miniſter, 


Deut. xxxiii. 19. For the abundance of the ſeas 
Hall be converted unto me; the forces of the Gentiles 
Hall come unto me, Iſa. Ix. 5, Mine ele& are 4 
treaſure hid in the ſand, Deut. xxxiii. 19, Though 


Iſrael be as the ſand on the ſea-ſhore, yet a remnant 


Hall return, Ia. x. 22. Ariſe, Peter, kill and eat; 


fuck of the abundance of the ſeas, and of the treaſures 


Bid in the ſand, Deut. xxxili. 19. Thou ſhalt alſo 
ſuck the milk of the Gentiles, Iſa. Ix. 16. and in their 
glory ſhall you boaſt yourſelves, Iſa. Ixi. 6.” 


Ariſe," Peter, kill and eat; but Peter ſaid, Net 
fo, Lord, for I have never eaten any thing that is 
common or unclean, Oh wretched conſtruftion ! 
too carnally underſtood. And the voice ſpake unto 
bim the . time, What God bath e (mark ; 
that, 
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that, it is ſpoke i in the paſt tenſe ), ohne God bath 
cleanſed, that call not thou common. Peter's laſt 
comment on the viſion proves what I have 
aſſerted, when he ſays, But God hath ſbewed me 
that I ſhould not call any man (mark here, theſe 
beaſts and creeping things are called men) common 
or unclean, Acts x. 28, 


Let it be obſerved, that when 58 ſheet was let 
down, all theſe beaſts were in it. It was let down 
from heaven, and the beaſts were in it, to ſhew 

their election and eternal union with Chriſt in the 
bond of everlaſting love; repreſented to Peter by 
the ſheet, And alberne theſe beaſts were 
drawn up again in the ſheet, to ſhew their ſafe 


arrival in glory, in the lame ſheet or bond of 
eternal love. 


And though they are compared to beaſts, yet 
they were all in the ſheer, and ſaid to be cleanſed, 
though they were not called by grace; for they 
were not dead to the law, nor were they alive by 
faith; no, they were to hear the word of Peter by 
which they might live. And the fbeet was let 
down thrice, to ſhew, firſt, their eternal union with 
Chriſt in the bond of everlaſting love; and there- 
fore they are ſaid to be preſerved in Feſus Chriſt, 
and called, Jude 1. Secondly, this ſheet is let down 
at converſion, as appears by the Holy Ghoſt falling 
on them when Peter ſpake to them. And, thirdly, 
it ſhall be let down again at the general reſurrec- 
tion for their bodies; for their bodies, as well as 
their outs, were repreſented by four-footed beaſts, 


if 
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if not more ſo; and though they ſuuffed up the” 
wind at their pleaſure, like a wild aſs in the wilder- 
neſs, Jer. ii. 24. yet they were let down from 
heaven in this ſheer, and cleanſed in Chriſt, who 
is their ſanctification, and who ſanRifieth them; 
for be that Santiifieth, and they that are 0 are 
bol b of one, Heb. ii. 11. 


Some of theſe four-footed beaſts were knocking 

at Peter's door, at the fame time that the veſſel 

was drawn up to heaven again. Now while Peter 

daoubted in himſelf what this viſion ſhould mean, behold 

the men which were ſent from Cornelius, had made en= 
gquiry for Simon, and ſtopped before the gate, and 70 

called, and aſted whether Simon, which was fi rnamed 

Peter, were lodged there, ' While Peter thought on 
the viſion the Spirit ſaid unto him, Bebold three men 

| ſeek thee : ariſe therefore, and get thee down, and go 
with them, doubting nothing, for ] have ſent them, 

Acts xi. 12—20. 


Thus, this love extended itſelf in its admini- 
ſtrations far and wide, until it gathered ſome from 
the eaſt, and ſome from the weſt; ſome from the 
north, and ſome from the ſouth; and will bring 1 
them at laſt to ſit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and 3 
Jacob, in the kingdom of God, Matt. viii. 11. God 
gave the word, and great were the company that pul- 
liſhed it. Even when the devil raiſed a perſecu- 
tion among the ſaints of God, this was made an 
inſtrument in his wiſdom for promulging his di- 
vine law; as it is ſaid, They went every where 
preaching the goſpel, Legions of poor ſouls got 
J hold 
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hold of theſe ſweet cords of the everlaſting love of 
the Trinity. And ſome ran one way with it, 
ſome another, until they fulfilled this prediction: 
Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them ſtretch 

forth the curtains of thine habitations, ſpare not, 
lengthen thy cords, and ſtrengthen thy ſtakes; for thou 
ſhalt break forth on the right hand, and on the left. 
and thy ſeed ſhall inherit the Gentiles, and make 4 2 
deſolate cities to be inhabited, Ifa. liv. 2, 3. 


And this eternal love 1 in its breadth ſhall never 


leave the earth, fill the kingdoms of this world be- 


come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, 
Rev. xi. 15. And then he earth ſhall be filled with 
zbe knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the WATERS 
COVER THE SEA, Hab. ii. 14. 

I now come to the fourth head propofed, dix. 
the depth which is mentioned in my text. 


The profound depth of the love of Chriſt may 
be ſubdivided into three beads. It was deep in the 
eternal counſel of God; it was a myſterious depth in 
the agonizing ſufferings of Chriſt ; and deep in the 
manifeſtation of it to poor mortals who were 
deeply fallen. 


Firſt, it is deep as confidered in the eternal 


counſel of God; deep, becauſe it lay hid from 
everlaſting, until it was made known to God's 
elect by the Spirit. All the wiſdom and learning 
of the world could never have diſcovered i it, much 
leſs have fathomed it. It lay concealed in the 
eternal mind, and would have lain there undiſ- 
covered to all eternity, if God had not diſcovered 


. it 
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it by the light of his Spirit. Who among all the 


race of Adm could have imagined an eternal af- 


fection in a juſt God toward ſelf. condemned rebels, 


upon the grounds of truth and juſtice, if God had 
not revealed it by his Spirit? As it is written, 
ye bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. © But God hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit 


5 ſearchetb all things, yea, even the DEEP things of 


God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
ſave the ſpirit of man which is in him? even ſo the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of Ged, 
1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 11.—But, 


I next proceed to ſhow, that the depth of divine 
love was wonderfully diſplayed in the ſingular ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt Jeſus. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends, 
John xv. 13. This depth will appear till more 
conſpicuous, if we conſider the many enemies 
that the love of Chriſt had to combat with: 
Firſt, our ſins lay as a dreadful burden on him: 
for the Lord laid upon bim the iniquity of us all, Iſa. 
hii. 6. And the Saviour bore our fins in bis own 
body on the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. Secondly, the in- 
fernal malice and fury of devils : The prince of this 
world cometh, but be bath nothing in me. Yea, 

even the wicked enliſted under his banner : This 

15 vou. hour, and the powers of darkneſs, Luke 
Exxii. 53. Thirdly, the cruel inſults of the Jewiſh 
rabble ; who derided him in nn bim — 


ſmiling 
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ſſmiting him on the face crotoning him with thorus— 
owing the knee before bim putting a reed as a mock 
ſceptre into his hand—arraying him in a gorgeous 
robe —ſending bim to Herod ;—and afterward, when 
under the greateſt anguiſh, commanding him to come 
down from the croſs, and they would believe bim. 
We may add to this, the cup of wrath that was 
given him to drink; the ſoul- piercing curſe of the 
law that he was to bear, in order to redeem us 
from it; the diſciples forſook him and fled : and, 
that vindictive juſtice might get a full ſatisfac- 
tion, the Father hid his face from him, yea, for- 
ſook him. The Saviour bore all the reſt with 
ſilence, but this extorted fo bitter a cry from him, 
that both heaven and earth anſwered it; the in- 
animate rocks open their mouths; the graves 
diſcloſe the dead; the bowels of the earth were 
moved, and the ſun was veiled in ſackcloth : 
theſe things wreſtled hard againſt eternal love, 
3 The infirmities of our fleſh made him fear and 
{ fſſtoeat, and ſtand ſorely amazed: The ſpirit is 
4 Willing, but the fleſh is weak, ſaid the dear Re- 
deemer. But everlaſting love waded through all 
theſe rapid floods of oppoſition : nor could the 
floods of temptation, the floods of wrath, the 
floods of perſecution, nor the cold floods of death, 
in the leaſt quench or impede the permanent, di- 
vine, and everlaſting affection to his own elect : 
as it is written, Many waters cannot quench love, 
nor can the floods drown it, for love is ſtrong as deaths 
Song viii. 6, 7. Surely love mult pierce deep in 
| 1 0 | "Me 
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the Saviour's breaſt, or he never would have 
veiled his glory, faced the ſtorm, and waded 
through the pains of hell, to get at the object 
loved, if love had not been well rooted. —Is this 
the eternal love of Chriſt to his elect? So it 
ſeems. W/ho then ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 


Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation? or diſtreſs? or perſecution? 
or famine? or nakeaneſs? or peril? or ſword ? Nay, 


in all theſe things we are more than conquerors, through 
Lim that loved us, Rom. vill. 35. 37. 

But let us conſider the depth of this love in its 
adminiſtration ; in bringing many of its objects 


vp out of the various depths into which the de- 


vil and fin has ſunk them : ſome of whom juſtice 
has ſeemed to turn as it were to deſtruction; and 
everlaſting love has prohibited their entrance, 


and led them back to God with the greateſt pla- 


cidity: as it is written, Thou turneſt man to de- 


firuGion, and ſayeſt, Return ye children of men, Pſal. 


xc. 3. Some have been almoſt deluged in guilt, 
horror, wrath, and anguiſh of ſoul: and when 
their ſouls have been overwhelmed within them, eter- 

nal love has appeared, and led them to the rock 
bigher than they, Pal. xi. 2. put a new ſong in their 


mouths, and eſtabliſhed their goings, Plal, xl. 2. 


Others have been exerciſed on their beds with 
pain, and the multitude of their bones with flrong 
pain; inſomuch that their life abborred bread, and 


their fouls dainty meat; their fleſh is conſumed away, 


that it cannot be ſeen, and their bones. that were not 
ſeen ſtick out, Then ſays Love, Delve them from 


going 
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going down to the pit: I have found a ranſom, Their | 
fleſh ſhall be freſher than a child's ; and they ſhall re- 


turn to the days of their youth: they ſhall pray unto 
God, and he ſhall be favourable unto them; and they 


ſhall ſee his face with jay, Job xxxili. 19, and 


downward. 
Others have been poſſeſſed with legions of devils; 
ſome ſunk into black deſpair ; others have been 


bowed together by Satan; and ſome have been both 
mad and dumb : ſome in the ſhadows of death; others 


in the Horrible pit; but love has till dived beneath 
them, and brought them up as on eagles wings. 
This precious cord of everlaſting love angled 
ſweetly after poor Jonah, when fatherly diſplea- 


ſure had raiſed a ſtorm, and caſt him overboard, 


and at laſt brought. him up from the bowels of 
bell. In ſhort, there are no depths that the elect 
of God have fallen into, where love hath not 
waded after them, and brought them up. It 


brought Manaſſeh up from the magic depths of 
Saran 1 ; and David from deep calling unto deep, the 
very echoes or reſoundings of hell, 


Other poor ſouls have ſinned _ light and 
love, after they had taſted that the Lord was 


gracious. Some, under ſuch circumſtances, have 


cried out, My hope is periſhed from the Lord; 


. Others, that there is no hope; ſome, that I am caſt 
out of his fight; and others have curſed the day in 
which they were born, and the man that brought tid- 
ings of bis birth, Some dejected ſouls have de- 
clared they were as ſure of hell as if they were in 

D it; 
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it; and others have wiſhed they had been there, 
that they might know the worſt : But not one of 
theſe that I allude to, could with their dying breath 
charge immutable love with the leaſt failure. No; 
love has appeared /o make their bed in their ſickneſs, 

Pſal. xli. 3. and the everlaſting arm has been under- 
nealh them, Deut. xxxili. 27. Love has ſweetly 
rekindled her expiring flame; and conſcience has _ 
compelled them t ſet to their ſeal that God is true 
to the irrevocable promiſe that he has given them, 
' The Lord thy God in the midſt of thee is mighty; be 
avill ſave thee ; be will rejoice over thee with joy; R 
WILL REST IN HIS LOVE; he will joy over thee 
with ſinging, Zeph. iii. 17. 


The height of this love may be ſubdivided: 
into three heads: Firſt, God's love to Chriſt, 
and to the elect in him: This is plain, by his 
ordaining them to glory by him, Secondly, in 
God's exalting the humanity of Chriſt as our 
head, THY; our exaltation with him and in 
him. 

Firſt then, God's love to Chriſt: as it is writ- 
ten, For ibou lovedjt me before the foundation of the 
world, John xvii. 24. And God loved us in 
_ Chriſt : and by the bond of eternal love made us 
one with him; and the reſult of this love was, 
giving us eternal glory in Chriſt Jeſus, and or- 
daining us to it by him: as it is faid, I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, 
and that the world may know that thou haſt ſent me, 
and 540 loved them as thou haſt loved me, John . 
6 XVI}, 
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Xii. 2 3. And the glory that God gave us in 


Chriſt is transferred to us by him: as it is writ— 
ten, Aud the glory which thou gaveſt me ] have given 


them; that they may be one, even as We are one, 
John XVil. 22. = 


Secondly, T he height f this love may be con- 


ſidered, and clearly feen in the Father's exalting 


Chriſt ſo high in our nature, as the glorious re- 


preſentative of all his ſeed, God raiſed up from 
the dead his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, without ſuffering 


him to ſee corruption; and then he glorified him; 


' The God of our fathers bath glorified his Son Jeſus, 
Acts iii. 13. He not only raiſed him up, and 


glorified him, but he hath bighly exalted him, Phil. 
ll. 9. Highly exalted him indeed! for he is aſ- 
cended above all heavens ; yea, far above all hea- 


vens: For be that deſcended is the ſame alſo that aſ- 
cended up far above all heavens, that be might fill all 


things, Eph. iv. 13. God ſet him far above all prin- 


_ Cipality and power, might, and dominion, and every 


name that is named, not only in this world, but alſa 
in that which is to come, Eph. i. 21. 


Thus, my dear hearers, you ſee God the Fa- 
ther's love to us in Chriſt, in ſetting him up to 
be our head from everlaſting. 2dly, In prepar- 


ing him a body in time to be taken into union 


with his Godhead. gdly, In not ſuffering that + 
body to ſee corruption, but raiſing it from the 


dead. Athly, In giving him glory, or glorifying 
him. gan In raiſing him up, and exalting 
D 2 him 
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him far above all heavens; and putting all things 
in n. ſubjection under his feet. 


But you will ſay, Where are the elect this 
time? I anſwer, When Chriſt died we were cru- 
cified with him : Knowing that our old man is cruci 
fied with him, Rom. vi. 6. And when Chriſt was 
raiſed from the dead, the ele& were raiſed alſo: 
T hy dead men fhall live together, with my dead body 
| ſhall they ariſe, Iſa. xxvi. 19. Yea, and when 
Chriſt aſcended, the ele& aſcended; and when 
Chriſt took his ſeat far above all heavens, the 
_ele& took their ſeats in him, and were fer down 
with him; as it is written, But God, who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love (mark, his great love, this 
is the bond of eternal union) wherewith he loved 
us (mark that, loved us); even when we were dead 
in fins, hath quickened US TOGETHER With Chriſt — 
(mark the union, quickened us TOGETHER With 


Chriſt), by grace ye are ſaved. Now mark the 


reſurredtion and aſcenſion; and hath raiſed us up 
TOGETHER—(mark the union again, raiſed us up 
TOGETHER), and made us fit TOGETHER—(mark 
the union again, made us fit TOGETHER) in hea- 

venly places in Chriſt Feſus, Eph. ii. 4, 5, 6. This 
is no new doctrine; for it ſhined ſweetly in the 
old laws, where God commanded the Iſraelites to 
bring the firſt ſheaf of their wheat harveſt to him; 
ben ye be come into the land which I give unto you, 

and ſhall reap the harveſt thereof, then ye ſhall bring 
a ſheaf * the ff Fruits of yeur barveſt unto the - 
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prieſt, Lev. xxiii. 10, This inſtitution of the 


gift of the ſheaf of the firſt-fruits, was in order 
that the harveſt might be conſecrated, and alſo to 
ſecure the promiſed bleſſing of God on the field, 


Deut. xxviii. 3. Let us now fee the Holy Ghoſt's 
meaning in all this. That ſanctuary into which 


the ſheaf was carried was typical of heaven: as it 


is written, The Holy Ghoſt this ſignifying, that the 


day into the holieſt of all was not yet made manifeſt ; 
_ while as the firſt tabernacle was yet ſtanding, which 
was a figure for the time then preſent, Heb, ix. 8, 9. 
As that ſanctuary was a type of heaven, ſo the 
firſt ſheaf offered was a type of Chriſt; and the 
harveſt under God's bleſſing was a type of all 
God's elect. Firſt, Chriſt calls himſelf a corn of 


wheat, before his death; And Jeſus anſwered them, 


ſaying, The hour is come that the Son of Man ſhould 


be glorified. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except a 
CORN of WHEAT fall into the ground and die, it abid- 


etb alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit, 


John xii. 23, 24 Mark here, before Chriſt 
died, he calls himſelf a corn of wheat, that ſhall 


| bring forth much fruit: after his reſurrection, by 
reaſon of our union with him, he is called an 


handful of corn in the earth, upon the top of the 


mountains; the fruits thereof (mark that, the elect 
are called the fruits thereof ) ſhall ſhake like Lebanon; 


and they of the city ſhall flouriſh like graſs of the earth: 


His name ſhall endure for ever (mark here, the Hand- 
ful of corn is called a perſon) ; his name ſhall endure 
for ever, And now mark the fruits allo: His 


| Og name 
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name ſhall be continued as long as the ſun, and MEN— 
(mark, there is the Fruit of this handful of corn) 
and MEN ſhall be bleſſed in him; and all nations ſhall 
call him bleſſed, Pſal. Ixxii. 16, 17. We now fol- 
low this Deaf, Chriſt Jeſus, up to the heavens, 
the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and nt 
man, Heb. viiſ; 2. and there we find Chriſt is 
received as the firſt-fruits; But now is Chriſt riſen + 
from the dead, and become the firſl-fruits—(mark _ 
that, become the FIRST FRUITS) of them that ſlept, 
1 Cor. xv. 20. There Chriſt, the Fruits, has 
aſcended far above all heavens. 

But you will ſay, Where are the elect all FER 
time? I anſwer, They aſcend in him as in their «| 
head; and are perſonally to follow him in their | 
ſpiritual form and order; as it is written, But 
every man in his own order; Chriſt the firft-fruits, 
afterwards they that are Chriſt's at his coming; then 
cometh the end, 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24. 

Chriſt having entered as the firſt-fruits, has 
promiſed 'to ſend his angels to reap his harveſt; 
that is, 10 gather together bis ele} from the four 
winds, from the one end of heaven to the other, Matt. 
xxiii. 31. All theſe elect perſons are called 
* ſheaves, and when bound in the bundle of life, ſhall 
be all gathered into the ſame sancTUM sAxcro— 
RUM as Chriſt Jeſus the firſt-fruits was: as it is 
written, Now alſo many nations are gathered againſt 
thee, that ſay, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look 

upon Zion: but they know net the thoughts of the Lord, 
neither underland they his counſel, for be ſhall gather 
141.8 
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them as the SHEAVES into the floor, Mic. iv. 11, 12. 
Thus, be ſhall gather his wheat into his garner, but 
be ſhall burn up the chaff with fire unquenchable. 


I now proceed to the third branch of this gene- 
ral head of diſcourſe, viz. the height of this love 


in the perſonal exaltation of the elect at the — 
ous reſurrection. 


God promiſed to Chriſt the fulneſs of the Spirit 
in the eternal counſel :—and promiſed likewiſe 
that the ſame Spirit ſhould never depart from 
him, nor from his ſeed. This bleſſed Spirit is 
called the promiſe of the Father to Chriſt; and 
Chriſt ſends that Spirit upon all the ele& in the 

appointed time: Jeſus being exalted, and having 
received of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, 
he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee and hear, 
Acts ii. 33. The Holy Spirit is to make the 
elect know their privileges, by leading them into 
all truth. He ſearches the deep things of God, 
and makes them known to the choſen; he waſhes, 
ſanctifies, and cleanſes them; he reſides in them 
as the earneſt of their future inheritance; and he 
ſeals them up to the day of eternal redemption ; 
he ſheds abroad God's love in their hearts, and 
ſhall at laſt quicken and raiſe up our mortal bo- 
dies; as it is written, But if the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell in you, be that 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your 
mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you, Rom, 
vili. 11. Let i it be obſerved, brethren, that the 


D's Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, which is given to us, is the earneſt 
of our future inheritance, and is coupled together 
with glory, wherever he takes up his reſidence ; 
as it is written, If ye be reproached for the name of 
Cbriſt, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of 
God reſteth upon you, 1 Pet. iv. 14. Here then 
you ſee the Spirit of glory and of God reſts upon 
the elect. The ſame Spirit is to quicken our 
mortal bodies; yea, our vile bodies are to be 
changed, and faſhioned like unto the glorious 
body of Chriſt, Thus they are to bear the image 
of the heavenly Adam, and to mount up and 
meet the Lord in the air, and then to ſit down 
on the judgment-ſeat with our dearly beloved 
head, as his myſtical body; that all our perſe- 
cuting enemies, both men and devils, may be 
Judged by the elect of God; as it is written, Do 
ye not know that the ſaints ſhall judge the world? 
And if the world ſhall be judged by you, are ye unwor- 
thy to judge the ſmalleſt matters? Know ye not that 
we ſhall judge angels; bow much more things that per- 

tain to this life? 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3. Thus the ele& 
are to appear on the judgment-ſeat with Chriſt 

their head; who comes to avenge his and their 

wrongs; as ſpeaketh the Holy Ghoſt, Let tbe 

ſaints be joyful in glory; let them fing aloud upon their 
beds; let the high praiſes of God be in their mouth, 
and a two-edged ſword in their hand, to execute ven- 
geance upen the heathen, and puniſhments upon the 
pech; 1% bind their kings with chains, and their no- 
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Bles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judg- 
ment written: this honour have all his ſaints ; praiſe 
ye the Lord, Pal. cxlix, 5—9. 


The judgment being finiſhed, and the doom of 


the wicked for ever fixed, the ele& ſhall ſee a 


new heaven and a new earth; the firſt heaven and 


the firſt earth ſhall paſs away in a flame of fire, 


prefigured by the deſtruction of Sodom and the 
adjacent cities: The elements ſhall melt with fervent 


heat, and the wicked be chaſed away with it; 


whilſt the Judge ſhall render his vengeance with fury, 


and his rebukes with flames of fire: the heavens being 


diſſolved, and the elements melted, as Peter ſays, 
2 Pet. iii. 12. Then ſhall the new heaven and 
the new earth appear; which according to his 
promiſe we look for, wherein ſhall dwell righte- 
ouſneſs, 2 Pet. iii. 13. Then ſhall the King ſoy to 
them on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 


inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 


tion of the world. And now comes the ultimate 
end of all our bleſſedneſs; every enemy will be 


deſtroyed : the Saviour's regal ſceptre, which 


was ſwayed over the militant church, will be laid 
by; and the triune Jexovan or ELOoHIM, will be 
_ ALLIN ALL, 1 Cor. xv. 28. Then, my bre- 
thren, we ſhall underſtand ſomething of the 
height of this love mentioned in my tet. 
Having endeavoured to wade through the 
length, breadth, depth, and height of this love, I 
ſhall juſt mention ſome ſpecies of dimenſions, 
which weak believers are apt to think con/rary to 


what 
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what I have laid down; and which they are ready 
to imagine will, ſome time or other, ſeparate 
them from this love of God and then paſs on to 
the application. 
Paul the apoſtle ſeems to aefy i! the King of Ter- 
rors, I mean Death, to cauſe a ſeparation; and 
he defies life alſo, whether proſperous or adverſe; 
and angels, whether good or bad; emperors, 
kings, and princes; judges, magiſtrates, preſent 
troubles, and future judgments; the higheſt pitch 
of joy or proſperity; and the deepeſt abyſſes of 
horrors, troubles, tribulation, or poverty—to 
bring about a ſeparation between God and the 
elect, or break the bond of his love, which is the 
bond of eternal union; as it is written, For JI am 
perſuaded, that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 
 principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
hall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, which 
is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, Rom. vill. 38, 39. 
I come now to the application; for I reckon 
that your patience is almoſt worn out: but, 
bleſſed be God, we do not work by the day. 


What know you of this love? Is 1T ſhed abroad 
in your bearts by the Holy Ghoſt ? Do you know ex- 
perimentally the pardon of your fins? Chriſt ſaid, 
That Mary Magdalen's fins were many, and that 

they were forgiven ber; and ſhe loved much; and 
where little is forgiven, the ſame will love little, 
Thus you ſee, that love always attends a pardoned 

| foul, And if you lays love the Lord,” and 
feel 
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feel a moſt cordial affection for him, for his people, 
his word, and his worſhip; remember, thy love 
is nothing but a reflection from his love to thee 


as it is written, We love bim becauſe he firſt loved us. 


But perhaps ſome of you may ſay, © You are too 
bigb; we cannot come up to that experience. 
Stay where you are, and I will come nigher to 
you, —Do you find a difintereſted love to them that 
ſavour moſt of Chriſt Jeſus in the world ?— 

Why,“ ſay you, © is the word diſintereſted put 
in? what do you mean by that?“ -I mean that a 
hypocrite may love a godly man for what he can 

get from him, and not for Chriſt's ſake—as Pha- 

raoh loved Joſeph for unfolding his dreams, and 
ſaving his country from periſhing—and as the 
king of Babylon loved Daniel—and as Potiphar's 
wife loved Joſeph, with the carnal and damnable 
love of a whore, I aſk, therefore, If ye love the 
children of God becauſe their knowledge, their 
life, and converſation in holineſs, appear amiable 
in your ſight ? Perhaps you ſay, © No; I love all 
people alike, whether they fear God or hate him; 
whether they are orthodox or heterodox.” If ſo, 
your love has not got holineſs for its object; it 
bears no other ſtamp than merely the impreſſion 
of the old man, Let me ſhow you the word of 
the Lord on this point. Mbo ſhall abide in thy ta- 
bernacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy holy Bill? He in 
 whaſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned (mark that); 

but be honoureth them that fear the Lord, Pſal. xv. 


I, 4 But ſome will ſay, * bleſs God, I can 
ſtand 
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» ſtand hs trial of that pure diſe nterefted love which 
you deſcribe,” Very well; ſo far ſo good. We 
know that we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
we love the brethren, 1 John iii. 14. 

But again, my friends, do you feel fin a plague 
ad a burden to you? Is this thy greateſt grief; 
even the unholy motions that are felt from the 
living corruptions of thy heart, becauſe thou 

canſt not ſubdue them, nor keep thy thoughts 
and mind pure, and ſtayed on the Lord, as thou 


art exhorted to do? Do you ſay “ Yes” to this; 


J hate the former, and I love the latter?” 


What faith the Pſalmiſt? 7 hate vain thoughts; 


| but thy law do I love, Pſal. cxix. 113. and again, 
Ye that love the Lord hate evil, Pſal. Ixvii. 10. 
Again, brethren, do you find a hatred to erro- 
neous doctrines, which are ſo diſhonourable to 
God, and deſtructive to men? I mean fuch as 
Arminianiſm, Deiſm, Antinomianiſm, together 
with all other doctrines of devils? And are your 

wills brought into ſubjection to the will of God, 
ſo as to conſent do wholeſome doctrines, even the words 

of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? If you ſay, Yes; and 

conſcience ſays the ſame, hear ye the word of the 
Lord; Through thy precepts I get underſtanding, 
| therefore I hate every falſe way, Pſal. cxix. 104. 
But again, ſome will ſay, * I bleſs God, I can 
ſay I love him; for I have been as poor as ever 
Job was, but his providence has bleſſed the work 
of my hands, ſo that J have abundance laid up in 
ſtore for my 5 while I can ſee many poor ſouls 
deititute 


OF ETERNAL LOVE. 62 


deſtitute of both houſe and home; yea, and even 


ſome of God's people too, who have hardly food 


to eat, or raiment to put on; therefore God's 
love has appeared diſcriminating. to me.” Stop, 
don't you run away; I will come a little cloſer to 
you. Your love ſeems to be more fixed on the 
providence of God as to the body, than in the 


diſcriminating grace of God in Chriſt revealed to 


the ſoul; and has a little of the tincture of thoſe . 
who followed Chriſt over the ſea of Tiberius for 
the loaves and fiſhes, and were ſent back with an 
empty belly, and a killing reproof. Suppoſe 
God ſhould deſtroy all your ſubſtance, as he did 
the ſubſtance of Job; how then would you ſtand 
affected to God? But farther ; if you was to take 
your wealth, family, friends, neighbours, with 
every benefaQor, and lay them in one end of the 
balance, and Chriſt alone in the other, which, 
thinkeſt thou, would gain the draught in the ba- 
lance of thy affections? Nay, do not ſtart back 
at this queſtion, I ſay, which would then gain 
the draught? Upon a proper examination, canſt 
thou ſay with David, hom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon earth that I defire befide 


Ibee? Pſal. Ixxiii. 25. If Chriſt was to put the 


queſtion to you as he did to Peter, when he ſaid, 
Simon, loveſt thou me? couldſt thou anſwer in the 
affirmative, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt I love thee ? John xxi. 17. 


But again, another may ſay, „ I cannot ſay 
that 1 love Chriſt; I wiſh I could: but this I do 
find, 
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find, that all the things of this world will not ſa- 
tisfy the boundleſs deſires of my ſoul: there is a 
ſecret anxiety in my mind, which cannot be ſatiſ- 
fied by all created and ſublunary enjoyments. 
Theſe are all broken ciſterns that can hold no wa- 
ter, Jer. ii. 13. they diſappoint rather than ſatisfy 
me; and enereaſe my thirſt rather than ſupply 
my wants; therefore I know that my thoughts 
are hovering about a more ſatisfactory ſubſtance.” 
Is this thy caſe? Then commit thy works unto the 
Lord (in humble confeſſion and prayer), and thy 
thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſped, Prov. xvi. 3. But per- 
| haps you proceed, and ſay, * I have heard ſo 
much from the pulpit about the amiableneſs—the 
 ſuitableneſs—the ſufficiency the fulneſs—and the 
love of Chriſt to poor ſinners, that if I thought I. 
| ſhould have no part or lot in him, I ſhould view 
myſelf of all mortals the moſt miſerable.” Thou 
haſt got love, but it lies in the aſhes, covered 
over with darkneſs, doubts, fears, and unbelief; 
be patient, be diligent, and hope for a ſaving 
manifeſtation of pardoning love; for truth.hath 
| faid, Thou ſhalt not be diſappointed of thy bope. - 
The diſciples going to Emmaus were in thy caſe; _ 
but when Jeſus drew near and walked with them, 
he blew away their aſhes, and rekindled the ex- 
piring flame: Did not our bearts burn within us, when 
be communed with us by the way? Luke xxiv. 32. 
But again, ſome will ſay, © My deſires are ſo 
_ Intenſe after Jeſus, ſpringing from a deep ſenſe of 
need, and from ſome glimmerings of his excel- 
lent 
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Jent worth, that I cannot reſt till I am perſuaded 
of my ſoul's intereſt in his eternal love.” Yours 


is love in the ſmoke; and don't fear, it will not 
go out; for God ſays he will not break the bruiſed 


reed ; though its melancholy jarring ſound is not 


ſo muſical as the voice of doves tabring upon their 


breaſts, Nahum ii. 7. I ſay, God declares, that 
he will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 


ſmoking flax, till he bas rouge es Judgment unto 
truth, Iſa. xlii. 3. 


But, ſay you, 4 J long to enjoy a ſenſe of his 
atonement in my conſcience, and to find an heart- 


felt union with him, and a joyful love to him; to 


ſay as the ſpouſe does, My beloved is mine, and 1 
am his; or with Peter, om having not ſeen ye 
love; in whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet be- 
lieving, ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 


glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. + This joy that you have men- 


tioned is love in the flame; be thankful for the 
former, but aim at the latter, that ye may know the 
love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, Eph. iii. 18. 


Let, me ſhew you one great reaſon why you are 


kept ir in perpetual ſuſpenſe, and toſſed about with 


unbelief, doubts, and ſlaviſh fears. Deal faith- 


fully with your own conſciences, and try your- 
ſelves by what I am going to advance: — Tour 
troubles ſpring from wrong conceptions of God, 

the fountain of all happineſs. Don't you view 
God as arrayed in terrible majeſty, with indigna- 
tion againſt you as a ſinner ? Don't you conceive 
him to be an inexorable judge, comparable to a 


ws devour- 
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devouring flame, or conſuming fire? Are you 
not afraid day after day, that he will cut you 
down as a cumberer of the ground, and bring 
you to judgment, and at the laſt day expoſe you 
before angels and ſaints as a polluted ſinner, 
with all your ſecret and unclean fins diſcloſed to 
all the hoſt of heaven? If you ſay, “ Yea, theſe 
are my thoughts and my conceptions indeed, you 
have hit the right nail upon the head : and pray 
how do you find all this out?” Do you leave that 
to God, and view God ſpeaking to you by me? 

You ſay that what I have ſaid are your concep- 
tions, and therefore you are filled with a ſlaviſh 
fear of God; and this fear is attended with tor- 
menting cogitations; and the workings of your 
mind are what Job calls 2 119 —1 am full of Wh 
ings to and fro. 

If I have mentioned your conceptions aright, : 
let me tell you, that you view God in his fiery 
law; and he is that judge, that terrible ſovereign, 
and that conſuming fire, which I have mentioned, 


as conſidered in his violated law, and out of W 


Chriſt, And while you conceive thus of God 
you will be tormented; as it is written, Fear 
hath torment ; he that feareth ig made perfect in 
love, 1 Taka | VV 

If what I have mentioned de agreeable to your 
experiences, you erg in your conceptions ; I ſay, 
as an awakened and quickened ſinner, you err in 
5 your conceptions; and that holds you down a 
captive to ſlaviſh fear and unbelief. Let us 

5 = | look 
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| look a little at the back parts of God, Exod. xxxiii. 
23. ſeeing we cannot ſee his face and live, Exod. 
xxxili. 20. I ſay, let us view his back parts as 
Moſes did. And we will ſuppoſe ourſelves in 
the rock CarisT, as Moſes was in the cleft of a 
rock at Horeb, when God ſhowed him his back © 
parts; which rock certainly was a type of Chriſt ; 
and we will endeavour for a while to give credit 
to what God ſays in his word; as it is written, 
In that day the Lord with his ſore and great and ſtrong 
ſword ſhall puniſh Leviathan, the piercing ſerpent, even 
Leviathan that crooked ſerpent-—and he ſhall ſlay the 
dragon that is in the ſea. Now, we will ſuppoſe 
that this prophecy means, deſtroying the works of 
the devil in the elect, by Chriſt Jeſus, which it 
certainly does: In that day ſing ye unto her, a vine- 
yard of red wine; I the Lord do keep it; I will wa- 
ter it every moment; leſt any hurt it, I will keep it 
night and day—FURY IS NOT IN ME, mark that, 
fury is not in me, Iſa. xxvii. 1—4. But we will 


ee Mill proceed to view the back parts of God, while 


N beat God ſays to us in this ſituation: And 
_ the Lord paſſed" Before him, and proclaimed the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth; keep= 


ing mercy fer thouſands ; forgiving iniquity, and tranſ- 
greſſion, and ſin; and that will by"n | means clear the 


guilty, WITHOUT A SURETY; Who as Chriſt, the 
end of the law for righteouſneſs, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
Nov, what do you think of the back parts of God? 
t Why,” ſay you, © bleſſed be his holy name, 


e ape in the cleft of the rock CHRIST, and let us 


11 doſt thou no 
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he is better to follow than to meet.” Why then, 


be ye followers of God as dear children, Eph. v. 1. 


and you ſhall not ſee Penuel, the face of God, till 


the corrupted veil of mortality ſhall be ſwallowed - 


up, and then thou wilt not want to ſhun that 
| tranſporting ſight. Bleſſed are the pure in er: for 
they Hall. fee God, Matt. v. 8. 


Again, brethren, if you view Cod i in  Chrift re- 


conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing your 


treſpaſſes unto you; but ſending his Son to bleſs you, 


by turning every one of you from your evil ways; and 
that the flame of God's wrath is quenched in the Sa- 
viour's blood; his ſword of juſtice ſbeathed in the 
body and ſoul of a dear Redeemer; and the law 


diſarmed of its dreadful curſe ; death diſarmed of 
his ting; the devil himſelf dethroned and caſt down; 
death plagued ; the grave defiroyed ; ; the gates of bell 
barred againſt every believer, and the doors of 


heaven diſplayed to all that oft, ſeek, and knock. 

 _ Surely theſe things are ſufficient to ſupport a af | 

hoping ſoul ; eſpecially if we conſider that our re- 
contiled God is now our molt propitious Father=yea, '®., 

God of all comfort; 

our huſband; allo our friend d preſent help ; our 


the Father of all mercies, and the 


fireng bold; our unchangeable lover; our God, guide, 
and guard : yea, our rich provider, the ſtrength of 
our heart, our Juſtdfter, our Saviour, the ſhield of 
our belp, and bur portion for ever, Well, what 


l 


w think of the ever-bleſſed God? 
„ Bleſſed be his name!” ſay you, © he ſeems al- 
ogether ſweet and lovely, as thoſe ſcriptures re- 
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preſent him which you have quoted.“ The word 
of God bears me out in all that I have ſaid. Abd 
he is that bleſſed oe to thee, if you view him re- 
conciled in Chriſt, and come to him by Chriſt. 

View him as I have repreſented him from his own 
word, and thou wilt find him he perfection of 
beauty, and the beſt of friends; and this will diſ- 
arm your ſouls of that laviſh fear and torment ; 
and ſweetly ſoften, diſſolve, and attract your 
4. affections to love him as the greateſt of names, 

and a fountain of infinite happineſs. 

But ſome may ſay, „ What is all this long 

| harangue, and ftri&t ſcrutiny about love for?” 
hecauſe the apoſtle ſaid, Now abideth faith, hope, 

\ 4 charity, theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe is cha- 

rity or love, and this charity, or love, never faileth. 

Beſide, if all thy religion ſprings entirely from the 

fear of hell; without any hatred to ſin, thirſt for 

' holineſs, love to God, or deſire after his favour, 

18 all your religion is eye ſervice. lt is with you ac- 

cording to the Kentiſh proverb, © No longer 
pipe no longer dance.” I mean, you move on in 

__ ou religion no longer than while conſcience 

N ſpufs you, vengeance drives you, or carnal 

gains, or human applauſe allure you. You are 

an eye ſervant; . ano work but while the 

whip is upon your back, The very moment that 
your Maſter Moſes lays. by the laſh of ſcorpions, | 

-_ you are gone to the ale-houf&mcard-table, ball- 

room, rout, play- - houſe, entertain ent, or ſome 

idle amuſement or other. And ag ſoon as Moſes 
8 _ 2 8 comes 


a* N. 
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comes in, then you ſet off to the ſanctuary again, 


to offer God 4 filly dove without a heart, Hoſ. 


vii. 11. or elſe to mock him with a dry form of 


prayer; and every time you perform that taſk, 
you offer thirty lies to God; and then you wipe 


your mouth like the whore in the Proverbs, and 
ſay, This day have I paid my vows ; but if you live 


and die in that ſtate, God wall requite you with 
the greater damnation. 


Let me now appeal to your conſcience in the 


light of God: — If you hear a preacher who en- 
forces the Spirit s work on the ſoul; that preaches 
down human merit, will, and power, and inſiſts 


on the application of truth, the love of the truth, 
the experience of truth, the enjoyment of the 


truth, the practice of the truth, or a walk in the 
truth ;—who treats much af the life of faith, the 
Joy of hope, the liberty of the Spirit, the enjoy- 
ment of love, an heart-felt union with Chriſt, 


| peace of conſcience, and a tender regard for the 
honour of God; don't you deſpiſe and rail againſt 


Auch preachers and preachings ? If conſcience is 


to be umpire or arbitrator, will ſne not ſay Yes a” 
As the Lord God of hoſts liveth, before whom 1 land, 
"alt that I have 


if you live and die a ſtranger to 
ſaid upon theſe points, you gat not eſcape the dam- 
nation of hell, Matt, xxii. 336 ? 
But, again, I wü with another . to 
5 conſcience. Arge Ju 7 


3 geance of Helen, and e all his ly 


ys from 
7 ; \ 
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from the fiery law of God? And don't you find 
that diſcourſe is moſt deſcriptive of your legal 
feelings, that ſavours moſt of death, judgment, 
deſtruction, damnation, and the very flames of 

hell? „ Yes,” ſay you, © while this ſtorm is go- 

Ing over my head, I am all religion ; and while 

it is preaching, I think in my own mind—Oh! 

how will I watch, and work, and pray, and per- 

form my taſk, &c. when I get home again. 

|. Ay; but before you get your feet over the 
| threſhold of your own door, the ſound of the 
; thunder is gone out of your ears, and all your 
blind zeal that was awakened, and the working 

frame that was communicated to your ſpirit is all 

4 gone, and you are immediately taken captive by 
the devil, and led into ſome beſetting ſin; and 
by that ſecret ſin you are held a priſoner all the 
year round; this you know is truth: let con- 
ſcience do her office. © I cannot deny,” ſay you, 
© but this is the caſe; and how you find it 
5 out I know not.” No, nor are you like to know: 
But this I tell you—in the church of God there 
are both ſervants and ſons: The ſervant (ſays the 

| Saviour) ſhall not abide in the houſe for ever, but the 
Son abideth ever; and if the Son make you free, then 
are you free indeed, If you are a ſervant, you will 
| flick to the rod of Moſes, till your ſpirit and 
conſcience will be hardened like a blackſmith's 
anvil: but if thou art a ſn , Gad, by faith in Chriſt 
Feſus, the undeſerved love of the f Father, and the. . 


* 


dying love of the dear Redeemer, when preached, * 
ee 
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applied, and acces; will make thy ſoul like 
melting wax before the flame, until thy ſoftened 
ſpirit will become ſuſceptible of every divine im- 
preſſion, and thy tender conſcience will feel the 
leaſt fin heavy indeed; every juſt reproof will be 
then an excellent oil; yea, one reproof from the 
lips of the gracious, will enter deeper into thy 
, beart, as a wiſe child, than an hundred ſtripes into a 
fool, Prov. xvii. 10.—God own and bleſs the few 
hints that I have dropt among you, to his own ho- 
nour, and your eternal comfort,—lI add no more. 
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